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Summary

[Research Purposes]

In recent years in Japan, an increasing number of university libraries, public libraries,
archives, museums, and other institutions have introduced systems called “Digital
Archives” or “Digital Repository” (hereinafter, “digital archives”) These systems enable
them to compile collected materials, educational resources, research findings, etc. in the
form of digital data and make such information available to the public via the Internet
and other means. The purposes of this research are to obtain suggestions regarding
projects related to digital archives that are undertaken by the National Diet Library and
cultural, academic institutions in Japan, and to contribute to cooperation and
collaboration among libraries and library-related institutions. To this end, comprehensive
research was conducted on the digital archives held by cultural, academic institutions in
Japan, with a special emphasis placed on their operational aspects.

[Methods]

At study group meetings, four outstanding researchers and experts in the area of digital
archives discussed the current situation and issues facing digital archives operated by
cultural, academic institutions in Japan. In addition, in order to identify operational issues
and results concerning digital archives a two-step questionnaire survey was carried out
and the gathered data were analyzed. The first step of the survey involved asking 4,302
institutions about the implementation status of digital archives (The response rate was
48.2%.), and 560 institutions answered that they operated digital archives. These
institutions were asked to provide details on actual operations in the second step of the
survey. (The response rate was 77.0%.)

[Results]

The first chapter of this report, which comprises the four sections as described below,
is co-authored by the study group members. Based on the questionnaire survey results
and the members’ expertise in their specialized fields, this chapter deals with the current
trends, future issues, and the outlook for digital archives.

The first section gives insights, from the user’s perspective, into the recent trends in
the development of digital archives which started in the 1990s. With regard to digital
archives [made available to the public on][available to the public via] the Internet, it is
pointed out that while the quality of images has generally improved, explanations and
commentaries still leave something to be desired. It also mentions different features of
digital archives offered by different institutions, and the criteria employed by network
users to evaluate digital archives. Finally, it discusses future issues such as the handling
of born digital information and partnerships among museums, libraries, and archives.

The second section explores the current situation and issues faced by public libraries
regarding digital archives. At public libraries, digital archives are mainly used for the
storage of precious materials, paleography, etc. that have been collected. These
collections are often called “local materials.” This section examines the scope of local
materials digitization, based on case studies of public libraries which actively make such
information available to the public. This section concludes that it is vital for public
libraries to build partnerships with other public facilities in order to create substantial
archives of local materials, and that through such partnerships, public libraries should



undertake the role of local information centers to help pass on local cultures to
subsequent generations.

The third section explores the current situation and issues facing museums regarding
digital archives. It confirms that the amount of digital information museums have to deal
with has been increasing in recent years. In this context, this section uses examples of
museums both inside and outside Japan to examine the current situation where museums
share and utilize their information resources through network systems. Then, based on
the questionnaire survey results and other research findings, it identifies several issues,
including lack of catalogs, difficulties with human resource development, and the
necessity of policy coordination.

The fourth section explores the current situation and issues facing university libraries
regarding digital archives. Drawing on the analysis of the questionnaire survey results, it
reveals that the [diffusion][widespread use] of institutional repositories has had a great
impact on digital archives held by university libraries. It discusses digital archives from
two perspectives: “digital archives of research findings” and “digital archives of
collected materials.” Their respective trends and features are examined by citing relevant
cases.

The second chapter of this report describes the analysis results of the questionnaire
survey. This chapter contains summaries of responses to each question. The questions
cover such items as the purpose of operating digital archives, the archiving rate of
collected materials and books, operational budget, the experience and skills of staff in
charge of the operation, the management of rights, partnerships with other institutions,
the outline of the digital archives that the institution has, and details on how the archives
are constructed.
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